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Abstract

Women played an explicit and effective role in the beginning of the Islamic call
(Dawah). According to the historical narratives, the first and only Prophet’s wife
(during her life time) Khadija was his strongest supporter. Women, alongside
men, participated in facing the violence Muslims were subjected to. During the
first meetings between the Muslims and the Prophet, there was no sign of the
necessity to separate men and women in meetings and worship. Veil was also not
mentioned while talking about the relationship between men and women.That was
all in the shadows of the women’s law status during the pre-Islamic/pagan era
(Jahili), when full authority was granted to men, while women were controlled by
men. Did Muslims, after the Islamic call had spread, preserve the high status
women enjoyed in the beginnings?

The Quranic texts that talk about women represented a positive and qualitative
change, especially if we compare these Quranic texts with texts from the Old
Testament. But the status of women had deteriorated specifically after the
migration and the establishment of a community indulged in battles for defending
its existence.

The objective of the research is to examine the question of the veil/Hijab and its
impact on women throughout the different Islamic ages, reaching the
contemporary Muslim Arab women; in addition to tracking the transformations
that affected women due to the concept of veil/ Hijab and its expansion to impact

the complete women’s clothing, presence, status, and her stereotypical image.



The research is laid out in three chapters. The first chapter presents the high status
of women during the beginnings of the Islamic call (Dawah), and then the
sequential declines of that status.

The first chapter shows that the veil has nothing to do with the women’s clothing.
It was considered to be a physical and moral concealment of women according to
the seven verses in the Quran where veil was mentioned, and according to the
language that was used to refer to it.

The chapter also tackles the influence of old prevailing values, which degraded
women, on the new call, especially after the importance of male warriors had
arisen. Male combatants had been given privileges justified upon text
interpretations and narratives of deeds and sayings of the Prophet suggesting that
women’s complete body is a disgrace.

This chapter also clarifies the way political conflicts affected women’s status after
the Prophet’s death.Those same conflicts, in which women participated and were
led by the Prophet’s wife and daughter, in matters that relate to the succession of
the prophet and the eligibility of the governor. Women were suppressed while
trying to impose their presence, however, with this repression emerged the desire
to withhold women.

In the second chapter, the research demonstrates the way women’s statues kept
deteriorating, specifically along with the transformation of the Islamic State into a
military state that is constantly engaged in battles, the way spoils of war
influenced women, as they included female slaves brought back with the warriors

after every victory. Therefore, free women had to distinguish themselves by being



covered up. Shortly after, they had to stay at home in fear of corruption spread by
the large numbers of female slaves.

The research presents how those female slaves were turned into goods, who were
later promoted by raising their scientific and artistic skills, to become, later, the
controllers in the palaces of the Caliphs. All of that had happened as the status of
free women retreated to become one of the army of the harem livingin the houses
of the rulers and the military and rich elites.

As for the third chapter, it touches upon the status of the contemporary Muslim
Arab women. It focuses on the conditions of the Arab women after the Ottoman
Empire had collapsed, and how the contact with the West affected the status of
women. Then this chapter turned to address the Arabic Renaissance, and the
impact of the Western colonialism which tried to suppress any attempt for the
advancement of women, the rise of the Arabic societies, up to the modern Arabic
countries, especially those that raised the slogan of liberation from colonialism,
and the slogan of liberating peoples from the old values and traditions. The
chapter also addressed the revolutionary movements that sought after women’s
participation in the process of change; it also sought after freeing women from the
traditions inherited from the dark ages.

The third chapter, then, talks about the emergence of the Modern Islamic political

movements, and the influence of these parties, especially the Salafist ones, on the
status of women, and how the image of Muslim woman became vividly defined

by her dress, which is called the veil ‘Hijab’.
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